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Montreat College students continue their annual school basketball tournament on an outdoor court, 


erected in two days, after school gymnasium was destroyed by fire Feb. 4. 
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EDITORIALS 


A Reasonable Faith 


“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost’. 


It has recently been our joy to watch the de- 
velopment of Christian faith in two individuals, 
men whose backgrounds, training, professions 
and environments are entirely different, but 
both of whom have arrived at deep Christian 
convictions and at a new way of life through 
parallel steps. 


In a day such as ours, how can one arrive 
at a reasonable faith? With the prayer that 
these lines may help some one to take the steps 
which bring fazth into the heart, peace into the 
mind and power into the life, we would make 
these observations: 


For an adequate Christian faith one must 
recognize first of all that in Christianity we 
are dealing with a supernatural manifestation 
—God revealing Himself to man in an act of 
redemption of which man is not worthy and 
which, but for the grace of God, he could not 
even be capable of receiving. The first stum- 
bling-stone to a reasonable faith is man’s at- 
_ tempt to reduce the supernatural to the natural, 
the infinite to the finite, God to the scope and 
limitations of man. “God is a Spirit and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth’. The works of God may be dem- 
onstrated in the laboratory, but, while Christian 
faith may be strengthened by the multiplied 
evidences of God’s power it has its origin in 
the committal of the mind to Him without the 
outward crutch of human reason. 


The writer to the Hebrews tells us that faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
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of things not seen. Obviously, the Christian 
faith is real but it is based beyond human specu- 
lation and has its foundations on something 
infinitely more substantial than human reason- 
ing. For this reason men have stumbled on in 
unbelief and hopelessness because they have 
insisted on reducing divine truth to the human 
level. Until man is willing to step out on the 
premise that what God demands of us is an 
act of committal to Him he will never find 
what faith really is. ‘The simple prayer: “Lord, 
I believe; help thou mine unbelief’, brings a 
sure response from the One Who loves us so 
much and is so anxious to make Himself real 
to us. 


A second stumbling-stone to a reasonable faith 
is intellectual pride. How often we hear the 
remark: “No intellectually honest person can 
accept that” - the Virgin Birth, the records of 
the miracles, the vicarious atonement, the 
bodily resurrection, the personal return of the 
Lord, to mention but a few details having to 
do with the person and work of our Lord. God 
hates pride and He resisteth the proud. Cer- 
tainly pride is a barrier which has kept many 
from knowing God and from entering eternal 
life. The unregenerate man recoils from _ the 
thought of accepting Christ and Christian truth 
with the unquestioning faith of a little child, 
but, it is the only way. 


Another hindrance to a reasonable faith is 
the rebellion in our hearts against doing God’s 
will. This not only refers to the matter of be- 
lief, but also to living for Him. Man often 
wants God and the salvation to be had through 
Christ, but he wants them on his own terms. 
This is both unreasonable and impossible. One 
does not complain if an air-line office refuses 
to accept a bus ticket. Why should we demand 
of God that we shall believe in Him and walk 
with Him according to our own ideas and in 
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a way pleasing to ourselves? God wants men 
with broken wills, and minds, and hearts. The 
great paradox is that He takes us captive and 
then sets us truly free. 


One of the positive aspects of a reasonable 
faith is the inward peace which comes from 
assurance of heart and mind. Paul had _ this 
and said: “For I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against that 
day”. There is nothing so calculated to give 
quietness of soul and serenity of outlook as 
faith, faith which draws from the illimitable 
resources of the living Christ and His living 
Word. 


With this reasonable faith there also comes 
a daily experience of the supernatural. We find 
that God is truly working in and through our 
lives. We become conscious of His overruling 
and guiding presence and we begin to realize 
that we are part of a Kingdom and a fellow- 
ship which will last for all eternity. 


Another blessing of this faith is vanishing 
doubts. We mentioned two individuals at the 
beginning of this editorial in whom we have 
witnessed this developing faith. In both in- 
stances they were assailed by questions, by 
doubts, by misgivings. In particular there were 
questions in their minds about the Scriptures. 
Both now state, although neither is known to 
the other, that the questions and doubts about 
God’s Word have melted away and in their place 
there is a joy in Bible study and a confidence 
in the Word which has brought unspeakable 
peace and joy. 


Finally, and wonderful to relate, this reason- 
able faith works. Not only does it bring peace 
but it also brings power. When we finally reach 
the place where we commit everything to God, 
including our doubts, our misgivings, we are 
in the place where God can begin to make us 
His instruments for good, His channels of 
blessing. Such a faith (and it is really a total 
commital) , steps over the gulf and breaks down 
the barriers and we find that Christ has taken 
control. What he asks of us is Total surrender. 
What He gives in exchange is a faith that makes 
possible a life lived truly for His glory. 


All of us have probably shrunk back from 
Paul’s affirmation, but it is the result of and 
the continuing presence of a reasonable faith: 
“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 


yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me.” —L. N. B. 


Keep the Record Straight! 


In connection with the press reports on the 
action of Southern Presbyteries voting against 
Union, there is a news release from “Dr. Walton 
Rankin, publicity manager of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A.”, Atlanta Journal, January 13, 1955, 
that leaves considerable to be desired in the 
interest of accuracy. Dr. Rankin is quoted as 
saying that “the Southern branch” separated 
in 1860. This should be 1861. 


Again the report reads: “Dr. Rankin said 
the basic cause for the division was over the 
slave issue.” As a matter of fact, two of the 
largest Protestant denominations split in the 
mid forties over slavery; and the New School 
Presbyterian Church split in the late fifties 
over slavery. But as the decade of the fifties 
came to an end, Mr. McCormick, for whom 
one of the U.S.A. Seminaries is named, said 
that there were only two hoops holding the 
National Union together - the Democratic Party 
and the Old School Presbyterian Church. The 
Democratic split in the election of the sixties, 
the Northern wing supporting Douglas and 
the Southern Breckenridge. It took the splitting 
of the National Union and the political action 
of the Old School Assembly, in deciding that 
the allegiance of the Presbyterians was pri- 
marily due to the national government rather 
than to their states, to separate the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. In 1861, when this action 
was taken, the Old School Presbyterian Church 
was not abolitionist, either North or South, 
(cf. Vander Velte, The Presbyterian Church and 
the Federal Union, 1861-1869) . | 

Ere closing this item, it is a pleasure to 
note that the 1953 General Assembly U.S.A. 
was accurate and fair in treating of this matter. 
It accurately lists the year as 1861 and states 
that the U.S.A. Assembly of 1861 erred in the 
political action it passed that year—referring 
to the Spring-Anderson-Edwards Resolutions, 
Minutes 1861 p.329. The Southern Church or- 
ganized itself under the sole Kingship of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and still seeks to fly His 


colors alone from her masthead. We are still 


unwilling to exchange the sole Kingship of 
Christ for the radical principles of majority 
rule. W. C. R. 
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All Hail the Power 


of Jesus’ Name! 


AND CROWN HIM 
LORD OF LORDS AND KING OF KINGS 


In support of Union, it has been alleged that 
in case Union were defeated the opponents 
thereof would become masters of the Church. 
We have seen no evidence of such illusions of 
grandeur on the part of our fellow opponents 
of union. We also have the Word of the Lord 
to Baruch: “Desirest thou great things for thy- 
self? Desire them not, but thy life will I give 
thee.” We have heard no desire expressed for 
high place or power by any leader in this 
movement. And if Satan should so deceive us, 
our “reign” would indeed be short. If, instead 
of magnifying God’s power, His Word, His 
Spirit, His Son, we begin to glorify those who 
were active in the matter, our doom is sure. 
Let him that thinks he stands, take heed lest 
he fall! | 


But the very raising of this question can 
bring us, both Unionists and Non-Unionists, 
to face afresh the question as to who is the 
rightful Lord and King - power and authority 
in the Church. It may be that some of us have 
fancied that this was “our” presbytery into 
which only those of our group should be or- 
dained or received. It may be that some of 
us ministers have cracked the whip, or exer- 
cised duress over our elders in the Session so 
that they took our program rather than fol- 
lowed their own convictions on matters at issue. 
It may be that some presbyteries, or sessions 
exercised too much pressure to get a vote one 
way or another. Presbyters are properly God’s 
freemen, not some Hitler’s “Ja” men. It could 
be that some strong pastors have taken such 
liberties as they have seen fit with the acts 
of the assemblies, the benevolent budget of 
the church, the system of doctrine set forth in 
the Westminster standards; and have not al- 
lowed the weaker brother as much latitude on 
the other side, that is, his side, of similar issues. 
In many things we offend all, and it could be 
that we have not always remembered, With 
what judgment ye judge, it shall be meted to 
you again. 


In the infinite wisdom of God, it took the 
Cross to put justice and mercy together. When 
even God Himself has committed all judgment 
to the Son, Who graciously came from heaven 
to be the representative Man - the Son of Man; 
let us be sure that we recognize the Lord as 
our King, our Judge and our Lawgiver. Under 
His mild reign, our Book of Church Order 
says that nothing is to be regarded as an of- 
fense, or admitted as matter of accusation, 
which cannot be proved to be such from Scrip- 
ture; that charges are not to be received against 
a minister on slight grounds; that the exercise 
of church power has the Divine sanction only 
when in accord with the statutes of Christ 
the Lawgiver. All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to the Risen Lord Jesus; 
and all exercise of power in His Church ought 
to be with eyes of faith focussed on Him to 
Whose Majesty alone it belongs to rule and 
teach, by His Word and Spirit. Each presbyter 
is called to act as a human means through whom 
Christ, the King, exercises His own authority 
and enforces His own laws unto the edification 
of His body. 


In order that each of us may be saved from 
becoming a Diotrephes who desires the pre- 
eminence of his own authority - whether he 
be a D who vote for,-or a D who voted against 
union - let us hear the King Who came to 
serve and give His life for us: 


“Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles 
exercise dominion over them, and they that 
are great exercise authority upon them. But it 
shall not be so among you.” 


Following in the Saviour’s train, His apostles 
add: 


“The elders I exhort - feed the flock of 
God - taking the oversight - not as being lords 
over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to 
the flock.” ‘We preach not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ (as) the Lord, and ourselves as 
your servants for Jesus’ sake.”’ —W.C.R. 
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“The Sun and the Umbrella” 


We would refrain from calling the attention 
of our readers to the blasphemies of Dr. Ferre 
but for the fact that two of his books are 
recommended for reading and further study 
in the Study Book, “Love in the New Testa- 


ment,” written for our Board of Women’s Work, 


by Dwight L. Chalmers. 


We use the word blasphemies advisedly for 
we have had the above-mentioned book and 
read it. Furthermore, in one of his other books 
Dr. Ferre suggests the possibility that our Lord 
was the illegitimate son of a German soldier 
quartered near Nazareth. 


Lack of concern, or discrimination, can result 
in the spreading of the gravest forms of unbelief 
within the Church. If we did not speak out 
against Dr. Ferre, and others of his kind, we 
would be unfaithful to our Christian trust, and 
most of all, to our Lord. Ed. 


It has been a long time since I have read a 
book as critical of Biblical Christianity as Nels 
Ferre’s ‘““The Sun and the Umbrella.’”* That 
such a book can be written by a prominent 
churchman, and that he should not be repudi- 
ated but welcomed still in certain religious 
circles, is apparent evidence that there is more 
blatant unbelief or total lack of discernment in 
such circles than is sometimes admitted. 


Instead of living under the full light of God, 
who is the Sun, says Mr. Ferre, Christians have 
made themselves “umbrellas” to hide God’s light 
from them. Among these umbrellas, amazingly, 
he lists the sinlessness of Jesus, His deity, atoning 
death, His resurrection and Second Coming, and 
the Holy Scriptures. These have hid the face 
of God from us, he says. 


As to the Scriptural accounts of Jesus, Ferre 
says, “the writings differ, too, to indicate that 
it is impossible to distinguish definitely and 
accurately, between the original figure of Jesus 
and interpretations of him. Nor can we tell 
unerringly what is fact and what is fiction, what 
is reporting and what is veneration.” Objecting 
that the Bible has been made a “final authority 
for faith,” he declares, “the use of the Bible as 
the final authority for Christian truth is idolatry. 
Actually it has become a very thick and formid- 
able Umbrella to hide the Sun.” Again, he says, 
“We canbe fairly certain that the interpreta- 
tions, also, of the life and teachings of Jesus 
were warped seriously by the disciples’ desire 
to fit him into the Jewish scheme.” 


Discounting the trustworthiness of the Scrip- 
tural record concerning the Virgin Birth of 


*The Sun And The Umbrella, 
by Nels F. S. Ferre, Harpers, $2.00. 
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Christ and His sinlessness, he goes on to say, 
“But theology did more damage. It fitted Jesus 
into the Jewish sacrificial system, trying to do- 
mesticate the Sun within the Jewish House of 
Legality . . . Jesus — as presented in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews — was even made into the 
high priest of the system! . . . The love of God 
needs no placating, no offering once for all to 
satisfy Him . By doctrines insisting on a 
bloodthirsty God — that is, that He required 
Jesus’ death before He could allow Himself to 
love us, so that He even sent His son basically 
to die — Christian theology basically denied 
that God as God, the Father Himself, is naturally 
and eternally love.” So does Ferre misrepresent 
and dismiss the teaching of the atonement of 
Christ at Calvary, central in the New Testament. 
The Bible reveals that God in infinite love will- 
ingly and graciously gave His only-begotten Son 
as an atonement for sin. Ferre rejects the atone- 
ment of Christ at Calvary because he does not 
accept the authority of the Bible and its teaching 
on the holiness of God. 


As to the deity of Christ, he says, ‘““That God 
became incarnate does not mean, however, that 
the human Jesus is God or that his human per- 
sonality pre-existed from all eternity. Such is 
the nature of the grand myth which at its heart 
is idolatry. ... To call Jesus God,” he insists, 
‘is to substitute an idol for Incarnation; to 
call him Saviour, in the ultimate sense, is to 
deny that all salvation comes from God our 
Saviour and from Him alone in order that God 
might be all in all. Jesus is Saviour only by 
virtue of the fact that God was in Him recon- 
ciling the world to Himself, a saviourhood in 
which we must all participate in order to be 
saved.” Of Jesus’ resurrection, he says, “We 
know neither that this event actually happened 
nor exactly what took place,” and “the doctrine 
of the Second Coming became, perhaps, the 
darkest of all the Umbrellas.”” Toward the end 
of the book he proposes a grand eclecticism in 
which there will be, among others, “the Hindu 
branch of the Church of the Living God.” 


The whole book is a hodge-podge of truth 
and error. Ferre goes through the Bible as 
through a cafeteria, picking and choosing what 
he likes, and reserving his scorn for the rest. 
He rejects the authority of the Bible, and sets 
himself up as authority. “In the light which 
shone in Jesus and now shines in the Spirit,” 
he says, “we can distinguish between what is 
light and darkness in the Bible.” If we use 
the Bible in this way, he points out, “it will be 
fulfilled by being no longer needed by those 
who live in the direct light of the day.” And 
this is, of course, exactly where Ferre’s ideas 
lead, to where every man receives the truth 
“in the sunshine of personal experience,” and 
the Bible, and even the Gospel contained there- 
in, is no longer needed! ! 
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On the back of the book’s jacket are endorse- 
ments by Methodist Bishop Gerald Kennedy, 
Baptist pastor Edwin M. Poteat, and _ others. 
How is it possible that leading churchmen can 
make and support such attacks upon the basic 
doctrines of the Christian faith? If this is what 
noted churchmen say, what can we expect of 
professing unbelievers? 


Such books alert us to the fact of the con- 
tinuing attack on our Christian Faith, even from 
within the churches. We realize anew the im- 
portance of knowing what the Gospel is, and 
why we believe it, lest we be moved about by 
every wind of doctrine. We are constrained the 
more to witness faithfully for our Lord, in the 
midst of the confusion of our day. And we 
understand again the importance of supporting 
only and wholeheartedly those institutions and 
agencies which are true to the Scriptures and 
do not compromise their evangelical witness. 


From The Church Herald—February 4, 1955. 
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Worship and Vows 
Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Chapter XXI, Religious Worship and_ the 
Sabbath Day, repeats what has been anticipated 
several times heretofore: that “the acceptable 
way of worshipping the true God is instituted 
by himself, and so limited by his revealed will 
that he may not be worshipped according to 
the imaginations and devices of men . 
Therefore Bible believing Presbyterians will 
not make the sign of the cross, sprinkle them- 
selves with holy water, bow to the altar, or 
invent any rite not prescribed in the Scriptures. 


For the same reason “Religious worship is 
to be given to God . . . alone; not to angels, 
Saints, or any other creature.” It is evident 
therefore how far Roman Catholicism, with its 
images, its prayers to the saints, and _ its 
Mariolatry, has departed from the Christian 
faith. Roman Catholics try to defend themselves 
from the charge of idolatry by saying that they 
do not confuse the image with the person rep- 
resented and do not worship the image; they 
merely use the image to help them concentrate 
on Mary, a saint, or Christ. But if this is what 
it takes to have idolatry, and if idolatry can 
exist only when the worshipper confuses the 
image and the god, then we wonder whether 
the Ephesians who worshipped Diana were 
idolators. Those pagans never thought that 
the silver images were Diana. Diana was in 
heaven; she had thrown down a wooden image 
of herself; and the silversmiths were making 
reasonable facsimiles. The Romanists therefore 
in defending themselves from the charge of 
idolatry have also defended the Ephesians. The 
worship of the two groups is essentially the 
same; they both do what the Scriptures pro- 
hibit. Similarly the Roman exaltation of Mary 
as immaculately conceived, as Queen of 
Heaven, and as coredemptrix is not less than 
blasphemy. Again they defend themselves by 
making a scholastic distinction: they worship 
(latreuein) God alone, they give doulia to the 
saints, and hyperdoulia to Mary. But the Scrip- 
tures make no such distinction. Doulos is the 
word Paul most frequently uses to express his 


relationship to God. 


When the Confession continues by insisting: 
that divine worship requires a mediator and 
that that Mediator is Christ alone, we think 
of many people who try to pray, to approach 
God, to perform religious exercises, without 
using the name and merit of Christ. Whether 
images, idols, and saints be added, or whether 
Christ be subtracted, it is all equally an abom- 
ination to God. 


After four sections on prayer, the reading 
of the Scripture, preaching and the sacraments, 
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the last two sections of Chapter XXI treat of 
the Sabbath or Lord’s Day. In the time of 
Christ the Pharisees added non-scriptural re- 
strictions to the keeping of the Sabbath, and 
Jesus rebuked them for it. Even our Scottish 
forefathers seem to have been inconsistently 
strict; for it is hard to believe that shaving 
in the morning desecrates the day any more 
than washing the hands or brushing the teeth. 
But the faults of those who were too strict do 


not exonerate those who are too lax. And no 


one can deny that this age errs on the side 
of laxity. I know one man and wife who could 
not come to church because they had to give 
their dog a walk! And others who know more 
about the Bible have repudiated all the Ten 
Commandments chiefly because they think the 
fourth is legalistic. Would it not be strange 
if a purely ritual and temporary requirement 
had been put fourth in a list of such all im- 
portant duties? 


The following chapter of the Confession, on 
Oaths and Vows, contains nothing difficult and 
hence can be passed over with a brief mention. 
Those who desire Scriptural guidance with re- 
spect to some parts of private worship will 
find the reading of this chapter quite helpful. 
Among other things it points out that religious 
oaths and vows are not lightly to be taken; 
but when made, they are to be faithfully kept, 
even when made to heretics and infidels. 


Further, the content of all oaths and vows 
must be in conformity with the Scripture; for 
it is a sin to make a sinful vow. Therefore the 
“Popish monastical vows . . . are superstitious 
and sinful snares in which no Christian may 
entangle himself.” 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 97 


. 


The Unusual 


In fin fishing I believe more strange and 
unreasonable things happen than in any other 
sport. On most fishing trips you may expect 
to have a surprise of some sort - sometimes so 
unusual and unheard of that you hesitate to 
tell about it to anyone but a fisherman. Even 
at that, a fisherman friend told me once that 
the only time a fisherman ever tells the truth 
is when he calls another fisherman a liar. So 
if you are not a fisherman just skip to the 
next paragraph. I was fishing for bass. Put 
a small perch on the hook for bait, threw the 
line out and pretty soon got a strike. Quite a 
bit of line reeled off and when it slackened I 
gave it a yank and immediately felt the tug; 
reeled the bass right to the edge of the boat 
and it flipped off, returning an empty hook. 
Then I put a minnow on the hook and flung 
it out; almost immediately another strike and 
the reel whizzed as before; but I did not wait so 
long this time to set the hook and drag my 
fish to the boat’s edge. Again it flipped off and 
darted away; but it did not return to me an 
empty hook this time. Instead, there was still 
the minnow, and on the hook with it—the 
perch that I had used first! The same bass had 
dealt with both baits. When it swallowed the 
minnow, the protruding point of the hook had 
entered the swallowed perch, so Mr. Bass had 
no difficulty in disgorging both when I put out 
the landing net to take him in. It was as much 
as to say, “Mister, I’m mighty hungry or I 
wouldn’t have given you two chances, but I 
can do without these and get my breakfast 
somewhere else.” Too bad I was alone and had 
no witness to sign an affidavit before a notary 


public. 


In fishing for men, strange things happen, 
too. It is an adventure that brings surprises, 
sometimes very happy ones. I moved to a South- 
ern city and established a cotton export busi- 
ness. I was a rather nominal member of the 
Presbyterian Church, but good enough to trans- 
fer my membership to the “First Church” soon 
after my arrival. ‘This seemed to make an im- 
pression and not long afterward they elected 
me to the diaconate. 


Being made a deacon stirred me to the desire 
to be of some service. I had been of little value 
to the church before. The pastor was a real 
personal worker, and one day he asked me if 
I would like to go with him to the state house 
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to talk to a man about his soul. Rather hesi- 
tantly I consented, and to my surprise on the 
way I learned his prospect was no less a person 
than the Secretary of State. He had made an 
appointment, but we had to wait in the ante- 
room about 20 minutes, before he could see 
us. After the formality of an introduction, we 
were invited to be seated, and to my amaze- 
ment the pastor proceeded at once to tell that 
important man that he was a lost sinner; that 
as such without a Saviour he was on his way to 
hell and that in his high position his influence 
was leading many others in the same direction; 
but he need not continue so. Then he made a 
simple statement, explaining how Jesus Christ 
had died on Calvary to save him from the fate 
of a lost sinner. The Secretary of State listened 
to him in silence, and apparently to me with 
a blank face in front of a blank mind. The 
pastor talked to him about his children (his 


wife was a member of the church) and I noticed 
that his eyes began to glisten, then he drew out 
his handkerchief (and I drew out mine), and 
the next moment he reached out his hand and 
sealed his acceptance in a warm clasp with the 
pastor - and with me! The pastor led in prayer 
for God’s blessing on the transaction and with 
another warm handshaking we left him, after 
appointing the following Sunday for his exam- 
ination by the session, his baptism and _ recep- 
tion into the church membership. 


The experience simply electrified me. I had 


-never witnessed such a thing before; and in- 


spired me with a determination to make an 
effort at some similar service. This led very 
soon to my first “solo flight” in fishing for men, 
which will be described in Lesson No. 98 in 
next issue of the Journal—a real adventure with 
a unique ending. 
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Neo- 
Orthodoxy 


and 
Evangelical 
Christianity 


By 
L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 


Because of the importance of this article and 
of its wide reception in theological circles (one 
Professor of Theology ordered 100 copies for his 
Seminary students), we are reprinting it by 
special request. —H. B. D. 


What is the difference between neo-orthodoxy 
and evangelical Christianity? Is the difference of 
any great significance? 


To the average layman ‘“‘neo-orthodoxy” may 
mean absolutely nothing, but, he should know just 
what this movement means and whether there is any 
marked difference between it and the religion of our 
forefathers. This is especially important because 
‘“‘neo-orthodoxy” is most popular in_ theological 
circles today and that in turn has a direct effect on 
contemporary teaching and preaching. 


‘“‘Neo-orthodoxy” is a marked swing to the right, 
a great change in belief and emphasis from the un- 
belief of Modernism, and for this all Christians 
should be profoundly thankful. At the same time, a 
ship might be headed in the wrong direction and 
swing around three-fourths of the way. That would 
be a hopeful move but it would not be enough; it 
needs to return completely to its correct compass 
bearings and it is here that the problem lies with 
reference to “neo-orthodoxy.” 


Beginning in Germany in the last century, and 
spreading over the world like a pall of poisonous 
vapor, a school of theological thought developed 
which ‘increasingly denied and discarded the Bib- 
lical record and substituted for it a man-made phi- 
losophy which denied the reality of sin and the ne- 
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cessity of God’s intervention for the redemption of 
mankind. Man was the master of his own destiny, 
and reformation and social uplift were not only 
man’s personal responsibility but also something he 
was capable of accomplishing—through education, 
environmental changes, etc., etc. 


The only trouble with this philosophy was that 
it did not work. World War I and its accompany- 
ing chaos came as a check to those who had preached 
the essential goodness of man and his innate powers 
to change the world for good. The years following 
the war only added to their confusion and to the 
discrediting of their philosophy. There are still 
many of them around but it is not about them that 
we are writing. 


Into this theological breach there came men like 
Barth, Brunner and Niebuhr, men who looked at 
world conditions, at man and at the Bible and who 
frankly admitted the fact of sin in the hearts of men 
and of God’s intervention through the redemptive 
work of His Son. For this about-face in theological 
thinking and teaching one must be profoundly 
thankful, because these men, and others like them, 
have redirected thousands of other theologians back 
to these great central truths of Christianity. This 


new emphasis is usually spoken of as “neo- 
orthodoxy.” 


Why then should the evangelical Christian look 
with misgivings on this great trend away from the 
hopeless morass of unbelief which pridefully called 
itself ““Modernism?” Surely the difference between 
neo-orthodoxy and Modernism is so great that we 
should thank God and take courage! Surely we 
should welcome with open arms this trend back to 
orthodoxy! Yes, but the pilot who witnesses another 
ship veer off from rocks will not rest content until 
he sees that ship back on the course which will take 
it safely into the desired harbor. 


Just what then is the trouble with neo-orthodoxy ? 
Why does not the evangelical Christian welcome it 
with open arms? To put it in one sentence—neo- 
orthodoxy is based on an acceptance of only part of 
God’s revelation, the Holy Scriptures. Furthermore, 
it is based on a type of theological tight-rope walk- 
ing which finds many of its adherents falling off 
into the power-destroying sloughs of unbelief or 
doubt of doctrines which are a part of Christian 
truth. 


Professor Robert McAfee Brown, of Union 
Theological Seminary in New York, has un- 
wittingly put his finger on the essential weakness of 
neo-orthodoxy in an article in Presbyterian Life. 
He says: “The Biblical revelation of God shows 
us a God who acts, who reveals Himself in events, 
rather than in the imparting of information about 
Himself. And so neo-orthodoxy (rightly, I believe), 
has misgivings about ‘plenary verbal inspiration,’ 
since it always runs the danger of leading us to 
believe in statements about God, rather than in 


God Himself.” 
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to talk to a man about his soul. Rather hesi- 
tantly I consented, and to my surprise on the 
way I learned his prospect was no less a person 
than the Secretary of State. He had made an 
appointment, but we had to wait in the ante- 
room about 20 minutes, before he could see 
us. After the formality of an introduction, we 
were invited to be seated, and to my amaze- 
ment the pastor proceeded at once to tell that 
important man that he was a lost sinner; that 
as such without a Saviour he was on his way to 
hell and that in his high position his influence 
was leading many others in the same direction; 
but he need not continue so. Then he made a 
simple statement, explaining how Jesus Christ 
had died on Calvary to save him from the fate 
of a lost sinner. The Secretary of State listened 
to him in silence, and apparently to me with 
a blank face in front of a blank mind. The 
pastor talked to him about his children (his 


wife was a member of the church) and I noticed 
that his eyes began to glisten, then he drew out 
his handkerchief (and I drew out mine), and 
the next moment he reached out his hand and 
sealed his acceptance in a warm clasp with the 
pastor - and with me! The pastor led in prayer 
for God’s blessing on the transaction and with 
another warm handshaking we left him, after 
appointing the following Sunday for his exam- 
ination by the session, his baptism and recep- 
tion into the church membership. 


The experience simply electrified me. I had 
never witnessed such a thing before; and in- 
spired me with a determination to make an 
effort at some similar service. This led very 
soon to my first “solo flight” in fishing for men, 
which will be described in Lesson No. 98 in 
next issue of the Journal—a real adventure with 
a unique ending. 
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best-known virtue. Also includes 
lessons on the writers of the Gos- 
pels, present-day HEROES OF THE a 
CROSS, and the greatest of all 
heroes, Christ himself. Director’s 
Manual, teacher’s texts, and pu- 
pils’ workbooks provide everything 
you need for an effective Bible- 
centered vacation-school program. 
Dramatic visual aids and supple- — 
mentary handwork are available 
to increase the scope of this course. 
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Neo- 
Orthodoxy 


and 
Evangelical 


Christianity 


By 
L. Nelson Bell, M.D.,F.A.C.S. 


Because of the importance of this article and 
of its wide reception in theological circles (one 
Professor of Theology ordered 100 copies for his 
Seminary students), we are reprinting it by 
special request. — D. 


What is the difference between neo-orthodoxy 
and evangelical Christianity? Is the difference of 
any great significance? 


To the average layman ‘‘neo-orthodoxy” may 
mean absolutely nothing, but, he should know just 
what this movement means and whether there is any 
marked difference between it and the religion of our 
forefathers. This is especially important because 
‘“‘neo-orthodoxy” is most popular in_ theological 
circles today and that in turn has a direct effect on 
contemporary teaching and preaching. 


‘“‘Neo-orthodoxy” is a marked swing to the right, 
a great change in belief and emphasis from the un- 
belief of Modernism, and for this all Christians 
should be profoundly thankful. At the same time, a 
ship might be headed in the wrong direction and 
swing around three-fourths of the way. That would 
be a hopeful move but it would not be enough; it 
needs to return completely to its correct compass 
bearings and it is here that the problem lies with 
reference to ‘‘neo-orthodoxy.” 


Beginning in Germany in the last century, and 
spreading over the world like a pall of poisonous 
vapor, a school of theological thought developed 
which increasingly denied and discarded the Bib- 
lical record and substituted for it a man-made phi- 
losophy which denied the reality of sin and the ne- 


MARCH 2, 1955 


cessity of God’s intervention for the redemption of 
mankind. Man was the master of his own destiny, 
and reformation and social uplift were not only 
man’s personal responsibility but also something he 
was capable of accomplishing—through education, 
environmental changes, etc., etc. 


The only trouble with this philosophy was that 
it did not work. World War I and its accompany- 
ing chaos came as a check to those who had preached 
the essential goodness of man and his innate powers 
to change the world for good. The years following 
the war only added to their confusion and to the 
discrediting of their philosophy. There are still 
many of them around but it is not about them that 
we are writing. 


Into this theological breach there came men like 
Barth, Brunner and Niebuhr, men who looked at 
world conditions, at man and at the Bible and who 
frankly admitted the fact of sin in the hearts of men 
and of God’s intervention through the redemptive 
work of His Son. For this about-face in theological 
thinking and teaching one must be profoundly 
thankful, because these men, and others like them, 
have redirected thousands of other theologians back 
to these great central truths of Christianity. This 
new emphasis is usually spoken of as “neo- 


orthodoxy.” 


Why then should the evangelical Christian look 
with misgivings on this great trend away from the 
hopeless morass of unbelief which pridefully called 
itself ““Modernism?” Surely the difference between 
neo-orthodoxy and Modernism is so great that we 
should thank God and take courage! Surely we 
should welcome with open arms this trend back to 
orthodoxy! Yes, but the pilot who witnesses another 
ship veer off from rocks will not rest content until 
he sees that ship back on the course which will take 
it safely into the desired harbor. 


Just what then is the trouble with neo-orthodoxy ? 
Why does not the evangelical Christian welcome it 
with open arms? To put it in one sentence—neo- 
orthodoxy is based on an acceptance of only part of 
God’s revelation, the Holy Scriptures. Furthermore, 
it is based on a type of theological tight-rope walk- 
ing which finds many of its adherents falling off 
into the power-destroying sloughs of unbelief or 
doubt of doctrines which are a part of Christian 
truth. 


Professor Robert McAfee Brown, of Union 
Theological Seminary in New York, has un- 
wittingly put his finger on the essential weakness of 
neo-orthodoxy in an article in Presbyterian Life. 


- He says: “The Biblical revelation of God shows 


us a God who acts, who reveals Himself in events, 
rather than in the imparting of information about 
Himself. And so neo-orthodoxy (rightly, I believe), 
has misgivings about ‘plenary verbal inspiration,’ 
since it always runs the danger of leading us to 
believe in statements about God, rather than in 


God Himself.” 
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Here is one of the grave weaknesses in neo- 
orthodoxy. It bases faith on deduction and experi- 
ence while the evangelical bases his faith in revela- 
tion and experience. The evangelical furthermore 
believes that God acts and reveals Himself in events 
and at the same time that He has spoken and that 
He speaks to us through His written Word. He 
believes that “holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost,” while at the same time 
He permitted them to show their varying racial, 
social and educational backgrounds in their 
writings. 


Dr. Brown writes further: “It is not, therefore, 
necessarily the case that the cloven hoof of mod- 
ernism has captured neo-orthodox theology when its 
advocates claim to ‘take the Bible seriously but not 
literally.’ This approach is what seems to the neo- 
orthodox to be demanded by the character of the 
Biblical God. Jesus asked us to believe in Him, not 
in statements about Him.” 


It is this hair-splitting, this evasion of absolutes 
in the facts of Christianity, which disturbs the 
evangelical. How can we believe in Jesus without, 
at the same time, believing (or disbelieving) state- 
ments about Him? The Bible states that He is the 
Son of God—we believe that. It states that He was 
pre-existent with God—we believe that. It states 
that He was Virgin-born—we believe that. It 
states that during His earthly ministry He asserted 
His Messiahship and proved it by miracles only 
God could perform—we believe that. It states that 
He died on the cross, shedding His blood to redeem 
mankind—we believe that. It states that He arose 
from the dead, the first fruit of those who have 
died—we believe that. It states that He will some 
day return in power and with great glory—we be- 
lieve that. It states that there is a place called Hell, 
a place where unrepentant sinners are forever sepa- 
rated from God—we believe that. And, it among 
many other glorious truths, also states that those 
who believe in Him as Saviour shall some day be 
ushered into a glorious eternity with Him—we be- 
lieve that. 


To the evangelical it is reasonable, rational and 
also experimentally proven that the statements 
about Christ are true and that without them as a 
basis of faith mankind would be lost in a maze of 
human speculation. Christianity must be Bible- 
centered, for while we worship a Person, not a 
book, God has seen fit to tell us about that Person 
in His Word and we neglect or reject it to our own 
loss. 


Some of the inescapable weaknesses of neo- 
orthodoxy need to be examined because they have a 
bearing on the effectiveness and power of Christian 
faith and practice. 


The first of these is its instability. Instead of 
those absolutes which are a part of God’s very na- 
ture and which are to be known by revelation only, 
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there is the instability inherent in casting off the 
moorings and drifting with the varying and con- 
flicting opinions of men. This fact is abundantly in 
evidence in the disagreements among the proponents 
of neo-orthodoxy today and it will continue to be 
true as long as human reason takes precedence over 
revealed truth. 


The second objection to neo-orthodoxy is that it 
precludes a truly confessional Church and makes 
necessary an inclusive Church in which will be 
found every shade of belief and unbelief. The ecu- 
menical movement— insofar as that movement aims 
at the organic union of all Churches—has gained 
great impetus under the teachings inherent in neo- 
orthodoxy. It is to be regretted that historic Pres- 
byterianism has become so infiltrated with neo- 
orthodoxy that in many instances it seems willing to 
forego our confessional heritage for the mess of pot- 
tage known as ecumenicity; regarding outward or- 
ganization of more importance than adherence to 


the basic facts of Christianity itself. ; 


A third effect of neo-orthodoxy is its heter- 
ogeneous adherents; some so clear in their beliefs 
and teachings as to be evangelical in their faith, with 
others far, far to the left in both belief and practice. 


Again, in the neo-orthodox there is a marked loss 
of power, an unwillingness to be positive where we 
have authority for such a position. Dogmatism on 
some matters can be offensive and futile; but, there 
are many questions on which Christians can and 
should be very positive, because they are based on 
the clear and inescapable teachings of the Scrip- 
tures. Certainly the Protestant movement was born 
in just such a positiveness with reference to great 
doctrines. In fact the cornerstone of Protestantism 
is the Scriptural assertion that, “the just shall live 
by faith.” Where men have had strong convictions 
on Bible-taught doctrines they have had power in 
their ministry and in their lives. Neo-orthodoxy 
tends to tone down such convictions and to make : 
one insensitive to, or tolerant of, error. 
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Finally, neo-orthodoxy, while a marvellous re- 
surgence away from modernism, is none the less 
a willingness to be satisfied with milk rather than 
with the strong meat of the Word. To the extreme 
liberal, neo-orthodoxy may be an unwarranted shift 
to the right, but to the evangelical it is a case of not 
swinging back far enough—for the evangelical is 
convinced that there can be no truly effective wit- 
ness apart from that to be found centered in the 
Word of God; not a dead orthodoxy which un- 
fortunately has existed and still exists; but a living 
faith in the absolute trustworthiness and authority 
of the Scriptures, a faith to be translated into lives, 
lived daily by the power and according to the will 
of our Lord and Saviour. 


The evangelical, loving his neo-orthodox friend as 
a Christian brother—for he is truly a Christian if 
he believes in and accepts Christ as the Son of God 
and his personal Saviour from sin—longs to have 
him go all the way, not basing his faith on an ex- 
perience, even of Christ Himself, but on a cal- 
culated decision to believe regardless. He, the evan- 
gelical, recognizes man’s complete helplessness and 
the necessity of man making a total surrender. Men- 
tal reservations should have no part in Christian 
faith. This side of eternity all of us will face things 
we can neither understand nor explain. That is 


where faith must become operative. There is a vast 
difference between, ‘Master, show us a sign that 
we may believe,” and “Lord, I believe, help thou 
mine unbelief.” 


It is neither rational nor logical to say, “‘I believe 
in Christ but I do not have to believe what the 
Bible says about Him,” for Christ tells us to search 
the Scriptures for they tell of Him. On the Emmaus 
Road we are told that, “beginning at Moses and all 
the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning himself.” The 
Christ of experience and the Christ of the Bible 
must be the same Christ. 


Where neo-orthodoxy is a departure from mod- 
ernism it is a welcome step in the right direction 
but where it is a declension from evangelical Chris- 
tianity it is an entirely different matter, for until 
one’s teaching, preaching and living is geared to a 
faith in the complete reliability and authority of 
the Scriptures there are the ever present quicksands 
of human speculation and human opinion to mar 
the message and detract from its power. 


Copies Of This Reprint Are Available 
At $1.00 For 50 Postpaid 


Prosperity and Prestige, 
But Where Is The Power? 


By Rev. Eric Edwin Paulson, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


In creation God makes known His cosmic 
power. The infinite magnitude of that power 
is being discovered increasingly as science un- 
folds the secrets of the universe. God’s moral 
and regenerative power is demonstrated in His 
redemptive work centered in the Cross. A third 
form of power was promised by the Lord to 
his followers immediately before his ascension 
- (Acts 1:8) “Ye shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit is come upon you.” ‘That this 
promise became a reality is attested to by the 
rapid spread of the Gospel during the early 
Christian era. Faith in Jesus Christ and love 
among brethren, fruits of Divine power, were 
the forces motivating the Christians of the first 
centuries. 


Jesus had told his disciples that without him 
they could do nothing. There were reasons why 
this lesson of dependence was not too difficult 
for the early Christians to learn. There were 
few people of means among them. Neither did 
they number as members many highly trained 
and cultured individuals. Christianity made its 
initial appeal largely to common people and 
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to slaves. The physical equipment of the new 
church was extremely limited. It is difficult 
for us to visualize the insignificance of their 
material resources. It is doubtful that many 
of the early congregations had access to com- 
plete copies of the Old Testament. The New 
Testament was not yet written. The church 
had no academies, colleges or seminaries. We 
know of no home or foreign missionary agencies. 
Means of communication and travel were most 
primitive. Yet the infant church had the power 
to change the whole course of history within 
a few centuries. 


Organization, as we know them today, did 
not play a large part in the life of early Chris- 
tianity. When the Lord announced the forma- 
tion of his church he did not say: “I will or- 
ganize my church, but “I will build my church.” 
It is true that necessity brought into being 
some forms of organization even during the 
days of the Apostles. An example of this is 
found in Acts 6:1-7 where we learn of deacons 
being chosen to administer charities. This plan 
was designed solely in order that the spiritual 
resources of the church might be better utilized. 
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Today our great denominations have vast 
financial, educational, social and cultural re- 
sources. They have their great gatherings in 
metropolitan centers. Their speakers are gifted 
with oratorical ability and charm. Yet such 
meetings for the most part scarcely leave im- 
pacts of a spiritual nature upon the com- 
munities where they are held significant to be 
worthy of mention. In May 1952 the writer was 
a. commissioner to the General Assembly in 
New York. The highlight of this gathering was 
an evening meeting observing the 150th anni- 
versary of National Missions. It was a most 
impressive service. The music and pageantry 
left nothing to be desired. The speaker of the 
evening delivered the most eloquent address 
we can recall ever having heard. But was there 
any indication that this great mass meeting 
which filled Madison Square Garden to over- 
flowing served to bring the city of New York 
closer to God? Did those in charge of the meet- 
ing have any such purpose in mind when the 
plans were made? 


What we have observed about our own de- 
nomination is generally true of meetings held 
by other church bodies. What our ascended Lord 
had to say to his servant John on the Isle of 
Patmos concerning the Church of Laodicea 
(Rev. 3:14-22) seems particularly applicable to 
the established church of our day. The church 
is rich in material resources and is thoroughly 
and efficiently organized, but it is often sorely 
bereft of spiritual power. So many professing 
Christians today are like the disciples of John 
the Baptist which the Apostle Paul found in 
Ephesus who had not even heard of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 19:1-7) God has not forgotten his 
promise to his church. It is the church that has 
largely lost sight of the promise of power 
through the Holy Spirit and is depending upon 
material resources and organizations to do work 
that only men and women filled with the Holy 
Spirit are qualified to accomplish. 


What ought we to do about this situation in 
the face of such dangers as the hydrogen bomb 
and world revolution fostered by atheistic com- 
munism? Since scientists, educators, business- 
men and statesmen are saying that our problems 
today are basically spiritual what does the 
church have to offer by way of a plan or pro- 
gram to match the needs of the hour? Ought 
we not set up a commission to study the secret 
of spiritual power and prepare literature for 
distribution among the congregations of our 
communion? Should we not call great mass meet- 
ings of our people in a concerted effort to stir 
them to action? We would be obliged to answer 
both these questions with a firm NO! We al- 
ready possess an abundance of such literature 
and only a small minority of those who would 
attend special meetings would have an adequate 
appreciation of the problems and needs of the 
present hour. 
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Rather let those whose hearts God has touched 
by His Holy Spirit begin to pray and seek fel- 
lowship with others of like mind regardless 
of denomination affiliation and church tradi- 
tion. This is what took place in certain Euro- 
pean countries when conditions became so des- 
perate that Christians were forced to forget 
their differences and come together to call upon 
God for Help. Remember that God has always 
worked through individuals and consecrated 
minorities who have known his mind and have 
been willing to carry out his orders even at 
loss and danger to themselves. The time may 
be fast approaching when real power can only 
be obtained by such as love not their lives unto 
death. 


Prosperity and prestige are poor substitutes 
for ‘spiritual power. Such power can be ours 
when the person of the Holy Spirit is not only 
recognized as a part of our creed and confession, 
but as the divine and sovereign Lord of the 
church. He alone can convict the world of sin 
and give strength to the people of God to carry 
out the full program of Jesus Christ. May God 
grant to his church the moral courage and 
spiritual perception needed for such an hour 
as this. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


LESSON FOR MARCH 13 


Prayer In The 


Background Scripture: Matthew 6:5-15; 
7:7-11; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 18:9-14; John 
14:13-17; James 5:13-18; I John 5:14, 15; 


Devotional: Philippians 4:4-7 


Christian's Life 


In verse 4 of our Devotional Reading Paul says, Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say, 
Rejoice. But Joy cannot come unless we have Peace; if we are anxious and worried, we cannot 
be happy. Peace and prayer are very closely connected, for Peace comes through Prayer; In 
nothing be anxious, but in everything by prayer. . . let your requests be known. And the peace 
of God which passeth understanding shall guard your hearts and thoughts through Christ Jesus. 


The path of Joy is the path of prayer and peace. 
A good illustration of this from the life of Paul 
himself is found in Acts 16:25, where Paul and 
Silas with bruised bodies and cramped feet were 
praying and singing praises to God. Our ma- 
terial for this lesson is abundant. 


I. A Right and a Wrong Way to Pray: 
Matthew 6:5-15. 


All prayer is not acceptable to God. Isaiah 
told his people in Isaiah 1:15; “Yea, when ye 
make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands 
are full of blood.” “If I regard iniquity in 
my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” (Psalm 
66:18) There is no use to pray if our hearts 
are full of sin, or our hands full of blood, 
unless we pray the prayer of the penitent, “God 
be merciful to me, a sinner,” or, “Wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow.” 


Jesus gives us two more examples of worth- 
less praying: (1) Do not pray to be seen of 
men. The hypocrites love to pray standing 
in the synagogues and in the corners of the 
street. There is nothing wrong about praying 
in church or on a street corner. (Brother Bryan 
of Birmingham prayed once on the street corner 
for a distracted woman). BUT, if our object 
is to be seen of men, then we get our reward, 
for men see and hear, but our prayers are 
worthless as far as any answer from heaven 
is concerned. Jesus tells us to enter our closet 
and shut the door, and pray to our Father in 
secret, and He will reward us openly. (2) Do 
not use “vain repetitions.” In India they have 
“prayer wheels,” and some others “count beads.” 
I am afraid that I have heard some prayers 
in churches which were full of “vain repeti- 
tions.” When you just repeat some word or 
expression because you do not think of any- 
thing else to say, is not that “vain repetition’? 
Then, again, we are not to think that we will 
be heard because of our “much speaking.” A 
short prayer from the heart is worth more than 
a long prayer from our lips. Then Jesus taught 
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His disciples the “Lord’s Prayer’: study it, and 
learn to pray. 


IT. Ask, Seek, Knock: 


Prayer is asking for things we desire. A 
child in the home wants something, and asks 
for it. As children of our Father in heaven, 
we want things, and we ask for them. He will 
give them to us if they are good things for 
us to have . . . Sometimes children ask for 
things which are not good for them, and the 
parents say, No. Often they will give a better 
gift. Our Father in heaven is far wiser and 
better than any earthly parent. 


Prayer is seeking for something which we 
wish to find. If we seek with all our hearts 
we usually find the thing we want. As Dr. 
Boreham so well says, we often find something 
far better, and perhaps forget the first object 
of our search. I am sure that, if we seek God 
with all our heart, we will find him. 


Prayer is knocking at heaven’s door. We de- 
sire to enter, and our prayer is heard, for over 
the door is a “Welcome” sign, and the blessed 
words, Him that cometh to Me, I will in no 
wise cast out. 


If earthly parents know how to give good 
gifts to their children, how much more will 
our heavenly Father give good things to those 
that ask Him? Under these simple figures Jesus 
would teach us how to pray. 


III. Prayer Casts out Demons: (Works miracles) 
Mark 9:14-29. 


Jesus and His three disciples had been up 
on the Mount of Transfiguration. They came 
down to find the rest of the disciples baffled 
and distressed. A distracted father had brought 
his demon-possessed boy to them and they were 
unable to cast out the demon. Jesus said, Bring 
him to me. He was brought to Jesus and the 
demon was Cast out. 
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The special lesson for us to get from this 
incident, as related to our subject, is found 
in question and answer in verses 28 and 29. 
The disciples ask Jesus privately, (They were 
ashamed, no doubt, to ask publicly) , Why could 
we not cast him out? And He said to them, 
This kind can come forth by nothing, but by 
prayer and fasting. Prayer must precede victory 
over evil spirits. 


Is there not a great lesson for us in these 


words? Our old world is full of evil spirits; — 


like the poor boy, it is wallowing and foaming, 
writhing on the ground, torn asunder by ter- 
rible demons. The prince of the power of the 


air, the god of this world, is having his way, | 


it seems, with our distracted and distressed 
world. Critics, like the scribes and Pharisees, 
are pointing the finger of scorn at us, at the 
Church, and saying The Church can do nothing. 
Oh, brethren, the Church, on her knees, pray- 
ing, can do wonders; the Church without Christ, 
is helpless, even as the disciples were. This 
kind cometh forth by nothing but prayer. ‘Then, 
LET US PRAY! Communism is like a horde 
of evil spirits—their name is legion—. It is 
making fools and fanatics of its followers, and 
our world is tottering on the brink of ruin. 
Nothing but prayer can meet this onslaught. 
Our only hope is in Christ the Great Physician. 
Our part is prayer. Prayer changes things; 
prayer can change our world. A great miracle 
is needed; as great as was performed that day 
when Jesus healed the demented boy. 


IV. Two Men Went up to Pray: 
Luke 18:9-14. 


These two men were very different. The one 
was a Pharisee, a strict observer of the outward 
law; a proud and self-righteous man, who de- 
spised others. The second man was a Publican. 
Publicans and sinners were nearly always classi- 
fied together in the minds of the Jews. 


The Prayers were different. The Pharisee 
stood thus and prayed with himself. here was 
no recognition of sin in his prayer, although 
in God’s sight he was a great sinner. His prayer 
is an eulogy on his good character and religious 
activity. The prayer of the other, as he stood 


and smote upon his breast, was short and to 


the point; God be merciful to me a sinner. 


The results were different. The Pharisee went 
down the same man as he was when he came 
to pray—cold, and proud, and critical. ‘There 
was no change in him; he had asked for noth- 
ing, he received nothing. The Publican went 
down to his house justified rather than the 
other. I wonder if there is not the same dif- 
ference today. Some of our public prayers sound 
startlingly like the Pharisee. Is it not time 
that we make the Publican’s prayer for America, 
and perhaps for ourselves? 
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V. Praying in the Name of Jesus: 
John 14:13-17. 


Why should we pray in the name of Jesus? 
There are those who try to pray and leave 
Christ out; there are others who pray and do 
not believe in Him. Let me quote some verses: 
‘“‘No man cometh unto the Father but by me” : 
“There is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved; I am 
the way, the truth and the life.” He is our 
Advocate, our Redeemer, our Great High 
Priest. It is through riches of grace in Christ 
Jesus that all our needs are met. Note some 
of the conditions of answered prayer: If ye 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you. Another condition is obedience; If ye love 
me, keep my commandments. So many people 
seem to forget that we must honor Christ if 
we are to find acceptance with God. One of 
the ways in which Jesus answers our prayers 
is by sending the Holy Spirit; I will pray the 
Father and he shall give you another Com- 
forter, even the Spirit of truth. If we wish our 
prayers to be heard, and all the riches of heaven 
to be ours, then we must come to the throne 
of grace through our High Priest, Who _ has 
passed into the heavens and is making con- 
tinual intercession for us. 


VI. Praying for the Sick: both in body and soul: 
James 5:13-18. 


Whether we are singing or suffering we should 
pray. (verse 13) 

Then James comes to the case of the sick; 
sick in body; sick perhaps in his heart. I be- 
lieve that it would be most fitting to carry out 
James’ instructions. If we could have a “Ses- 
sion Meeting” by the bedside of sick people, 
and unite our hearts in supplication I believe 
that God would honor such praying, where two 
or three unite to ask for healing. ‘Then James 
broadens the matter; Confess your faults one 
to another and pray one for another that ye 
may be healed; healed in our sin-sick souls. 
The whole body of the Church is sometimes 
sick; there is “sin in the camp,” and the army 
of the Lord stands ashamed and defeated in 
the face of her enemies. A wholesale confession 
and heart-felt prayer is necessary. There are 
homes that are sick, ready to break on the rocks. 
There are communities that are as sick as some 
we read of in the papers, (Phoenix, Alabama, 
for instance). There are individual churches 
that are sick; as sick as some of the Seven 
Churches of Asia. A Great Movement of gen- 
uine Confession and Prayer would save and 
cleanse these homes and communities and 
churches. Oh, that we might pray as Elijah 
prayed! 


VIII. Confidence (Boldness) in Prayer: 
I John 5:14,15 (Hebrews 4:16). 


Let us come with boldness, or confidence, 
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to the throne of grace. The reason given in 
Hebrews is that we have a Great High Priest 
Who has passed into the heavens. We have 
Boldness, not because of what we are, but be- 
cause of HIM, and what He has done. In the 


selection from I John the same thing is em- 
phasized. Those who believe in the name of 
the Son of God, and who come in that name, 
can have the assurance that their prayers are 
heard. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 13 


W hat 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 22:34-40 

Hymn: “I Would Be True” 

Offering 

Hymn: “All The Way My Saviour Leads Me” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(The success of this program depends very 
largely on its being informal. The more the 
young people feel at ease, the more the discus- 
sion will benefit them. The more they contrib- 
ute to the discussion, the more they will receive 
from it. If you have a small group, it might be 
a good idea for everybody to sit in a circle 


during the program. If the group is too large 


for this, let the participants sit in a semi-circle 
facing the rest of the group. Such an arrange- 
ment as this is much more conducive to free 
discussion than when each speaker stands before 
the group and reads or recites his speech. You 
might try this system for other programs.) 


Our program topic, “What To Do,” refers 
to what to do on a date. That can be a per- 
plexing question, but with many young people 
it is never a question at all. Some young people 
never do anything on a date but go to the 
movies, and other young people never do any- 
thing but dance. Even if these were the very 
best forms of dating activity (the writer does 
not think that they are), is it not rather ab- 
normal to do the same thing all the time? It 
seems only natural that young people will find 
their dating experiences far more enjoyable 
if they know how to do a variety of things. 


When we speak of “what to do,” I believe 
we ought to mean real “doing.” ‘There has 
been much said about the increase of the en- 
tertainment phase of dating, and the expense 
it involves. Some young people do not feel 
that they have had a date unless they have 
gone somewhere and been entertained. It is 
being suggested that a more wholesome and 
helpful way to date is for the young people 
to provide their own entertainment. The public 
entertainment way is the lazy way. It takes some 
thinking, working, and planning to provide 
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To Do 


your own entertainment on a date, but it is 
highly rewarding. 


In this program we want to discuss some 
things to do on dates which will make this 
part of our life helpful and wholesome as well 
as enjoyable, and we want to find some activities 
which are practical and inexpensive. 


Conversation 

Someone has said that conversation is_be- 
coming a lost art. Conversation is one of the 
best ways of getting to know people. In some 
forms of entertainment dating such as watching 


- a movie there is not much place for conversa- 


tion, and sometimes young people who have 
dated for a long time find out that they know 
very little about each other. Through conversa- 
tion you can find out what a person thinks 
about Christ and all the things that really 
matter. Conversation is practical for any size 
group from a couple to a dozen or more. It 
is an activity that can fit in with many other 
things you will want to do. You can eat and 
talk, play and talk, and work and talk. Some 
of the happiest and most well adjusted young 
people are those who have developed the art 
of conversation and who make good use of it in 
their dating. 


Intellectual Activities 

Intellectual activity may not sound very 
thrilling to a lazy person, but it has real pos- 
sibilities for dating. Young people who are 
musical can have a great deal of fun by getting 
together to share their skills and to play or 
sing together. Sometimes small orchestras and 
choral groups have been organized in this way. 
If you cannot ge. and sing, perhaps you could 
play records of good music and study the lives 
of the composers on dates. Working on craft 
projects is an interesting way to spend time 
together. There are other areas of study which 
you can delve into as couples or larger groups, 
such as the history of your community, or your 
church. 


Athletics 

When we speak of athletics we are not re- 
ferring to the major sports. There are many 
activities under this heading which are admir- 
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ably suited to dating. Some of them are: tennis, 
shuffleboard, darts, badminton, ping pong, 
croquet, checkers, dominoes, etc. Most of these 
involve some cost, but churches and homes 
will do well to provide this equipment for their 


young people. 


Home Gatherings 

There was a time when most dating was 
done in homes. Many feel that there should 
be a return to this practice. There are num- 
bers of truly wholesome, enjoyable things that 
can be done on home dates: candy making 
popping corn, cooking, eating, singing, etc. It 
is doubtful if you can really know a person until 
you see him in his home. Home dates have 
the advantage of revealing character in its true 
light. 


Group Activities 

All of the dating possibilities which we have 
discussed so far are applicable to individual 
couples and to groups. It is not considered wise 
for young people to date all the time paired 
off in couples by themselves. Some of it is all 
right, but there ought to be some group activity 
in dating. There ought to be parties, picnics, 
and other such group activities, and the best 
place to have them is in the Christian fellowship 
of the Church. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(Be sure to point out that Christian young 
people have a special obligation in their dating 
to act consistently with their Christian pro- 
fession. Dating is an opportunity to prove to 
your date and to all who see you that having 
Christ in you makes a difference. Discuss some 
of the marks that should characterize the dat- 
ing of Christian young people such as thought- 
fulness, courtesy, and purity.) 


Helps for Understanding 
Scripture Readings in 
Day by Day 
Rev. Clinton C. Baker 
Sun., March 13, Acts 1:1-8. 
The “first book” (v.1) is the Gospel of Luke. 


How does Luke summarize the last days Jesus 


was on earth (vv.2-8)? What commands did 
Christ give His disciples (vv.4,8)? What prom- 
ises are found (vv.5,8)? Notice how the prom- 
ises are related to the commands? Can a person 
witness for Christ unless he has waited upon 
God in prayer for power? Did Jesus also stress 
the importance of having an understanding of 
His message (v.3)? Is this understanding com- 
plete (vv.6-7) ? Can one witness for Christ with- 
out a knowledge of his faith? Is knowledge with- 
out power sufficient? zeal without knowledge? 
Which do I lack? 
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Mon., March 14, Mark 9:23-24. 


Study the whole incident from v.14 to v.29. 
Describe the condition of the boy with the 
dumb spirit (vv.18,20,26). Were the disciples 
able to help him (vv.18,28)? What did the 
scribes do (v.14)? How did the crowds act 
(vv.14,15,25) ? How must the father of this boy 
have felt (vv.17,18,21,22,24) ? Yet had he been 
able to do anything for his son (v.21)? How 
completely did Jesus meet the boy’s need 
(vv.25-27) ? Compare the inner strength, the 
poise and simplicity of the Master (vv.25-27) 
with the curiosity of the jostling crowds 
(vv.14,15,25), the futile arguing of the scribes 
(v.14), the helplessness of the _ disciples 
(vv.18,28), the tears of the Father (vv.17,18,- 
21,22,24).. Which group do I resemble as I meet 
the problems of today? Why had the efforts of 
the disciples failed (vv.28,29)? For what does 
Jesus rebuke the crowd (v.19)? the father 
(vv.22,23) ? For what does he rebuke me? 


Tues., March 15, John 14:1-6. 


Jesus was going away (13:36). The disciples 
could not follow him now (13:36) and did 
not know where He was going (14:5). How 
strong was Peter’s desire to be with Christ 
(13:37)? How must he have felt when Jesus 
spoke the words of 13:38? Meditate on the 
gravity of the situation as the disciples saw it. 
Did their lack of spiritual understanding in- 
tensify their fear and sorrow (13:37; 14:5,8,9) ? 
In what specific ways did Jesus meet their 
anxiety and doubt (14:2,3,4,6)? What is He 
trying to tell them in v.1? Is faith in God, 
and an equal faith in Christ as God, sufficient 
to meet their gravest need? Do I really believe 
in God - enough to face any situation with 
confidence and serenity? 


Wed., March 16, Luke 19:1-10. 


How great was Jesus’ popularity at this time 
(v.3)? Do you think Zacchaeus expected Jesus 
to stop and ask to go home with him (v.5) ? 
What must Jesus have seen in Zacchaeus that 
made Him pick him out of all the crowd? To 
what lengths did Zacchaeus go to see Jesus 
(vv.3,4)? How did Zacchaeus_ respond to 
Christ’s love (vv.6,8)? What did the crowd 
think of Jesus’ associating with Zacchaeus 
(v.7)? What motivated Jesus to go into his 
home (v.10)? What was the happy result (v.3) ? 
Would Zacchaeus have responded to Christ’s 
love, if Jesus had been unwilling to associate 
with him? Am I willing to sacrifice popularity 
to associate with the unloved in order to win 
them to Christ? 


Thurs., March 17, Matthew 22:34-40. 


The Jewish leaders were attempting to trap 
Jesus with questions in order to put Him to 
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death. How had they fared (vv.22,33,34) ? What 


was the purpose of the lawyer’s question | 


(v.35) ? How does Jesus summarize the whole 
Old Testament law (vv.37-40)? If these two 
are the greatest commandments, what are the 
two greatest sins? Have I kept these command- 
ments? How does Jesus launch His counteraction 
(v.41)? Is He successful (vv.42-45) ? The point 
to notice in His argument is that while the 
Jewish leaders regarded the Messiah as a man 
(v.42), Jesus, using their own Scripture, quotes 
David as saying the Messiah was to be divine 
(v.43)? What claim, then, is Jesus indirectly 
making about Himself? 


Fri., March 18, Malachi 3:8-10. 


What problem is God having with His peo- 
ple (vv.8-9) ? Does the tithe represent the first- 
fruit or the residue of one’s income? Is the 
problem here simply a matter of the tithe or 
is the basic heart attitude of the people toward 
God involved (vv.7,13,14)? Am I putting God 
first in matters of finance? If not, what is 
basically wrong? How is failing to give the first 
portion of one’s income to God robbing Him 
(v.9)? To whom does the earth and all ma- 
terial things belong? (See Psalm 24:1-2? What 
challenge does the Lord present to His people 
(v.10)? What type of blessings do you suppose 
are included? (See II Cor. 9:8,10). How has 
God blessed you? 


Sat., March 19, Psalm 107:1-8. 


Have you wandered from God’s presence as 
His people did in v.4? Does v.5 describe how 
you feel spiritually as a result? Notice what 
those in this condition did (v.6)? Does crying 
denote real earnestness? Are you in earnest 
about your condition? What is the happy re- 
sult when one does cry to the Lord in trouble 
(vv.6,7) ? What is the one who has been re- 
stored to God’s fellowship encouraged to do 
(v.1)? What else (vv.2-3)? What part should 
praise play (v.8)? Have you ever testified to 
others of what God has done for you? Is v.9 
true of your experience? What is lacking? 


Women’s Work 


SUGGESTED PLANS FOR THE 
WEEK OF SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT 


April 3-10, 1955 


Theme: Personal Christian Living 


The pre-Easter week has come to mean to 
the women of the Church a time set apart for 
life’s enrichment—a time when each woman 
will heed Christ’s call “Come ye apart” and 
seek fellowship with Him personally in some 


MARCH 2, 1955 


daily quiet moments, and in every opportunity 
for fellowship with other Christians in group 
worship. 


This week calls all women of the Church 
to turn from the usual round of activities and 
the business of our accustomed every day living 
to seek the presence of Christ and those things 
that will make for Christian growth. 


The promotion of the Week of Spiritual 
Enrichment is the responsibility of the Chair- 
man of Spiritual Growth who makes her plans 
with the president and the entire executive 
board. Each local group will seek to plan for 
the week in such a way as will make the pre- 
Easter week one of lasting spiritual significance 
to every woman in the local church. 


1. Individual women using the leaflet “For 
Personal Use” which is a guide to Bible 
Reading, Meditation, Prayer, other devo- 
tional reading, and Service. It is designed 
for every woman to use in her home. This 
leaflet develops the theme of ‘Personal 
Christian Living.” It is printed so that it 
may be addressed and mailed without en- 
velope to the total woman membership— 
active, and inactive, general, business, and 
home circle members. Price Ic per copy. 


2. The encouragement of all women in attend- 
ance upon all the regular and any special 
services in the church during this pre-Easter 
week. 


3. The reading of especially selected and rec- 
ommended books in the devotion field such 


as: 
Your God is too Small 
When God was Man 
Light of Christ 


4. Women going beyond their accustomed out- 
reach to render some special service to others 
each day during this week. 


5. Where there is no special series of services 
in the local church in pre-Easter week, either: 
a. A special Retreat Day for all the women 
of the church - when opportunity will be 
given to the women to draw close to Christ 
in group worship, to learn from Him more 
of His way of living the life of Christian 
love, to renew their purpose to give their 
best unto Him through service in His 
church. 

or 
b. The special Bible study of Love in the 
New Testament held in informal neighbor- 
hood groups where women may discuss the 
meaning of this study and the way they can 
live the life of Christian love - face up with 
some of the hindrances, and what is the 
truly Christian attitude and way to practice 
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love now - specifically “What it is to be, 
and how we can be, thoroughly Christian 
in character and conduct” in our day and 
in all our relationships. 


Well laid plans may be made, and oppor- 
tunities offered, but unless and until women 
are prepared to respond and lead to plan per- 
sonally to arrange to make the week of April 
3-10 one of special spiritual significance, it may 
have little value in the life and work of women 
in the church. 


Let every prayer group in the local church 
begin now to pray for all the Women of the 
Church to have some special experience of fel- 
lowship with Christ in the pre-Easter week and 
to come to new depths of faith, and a new 
understanding of love, and a new realization 
of power. And let all the women know now 
of the plans for the observance of the week 
locally; plan that they hear His call “Come 


Secure now from Board of Women’s Work, 
341-A Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., Atlanta, 
Georgia, the materials which will be needed - 


1. The “For Personal Use leaflet, 1c each, in 
quantity to provide every woman of the 
church with a copy, including business 
women and shut-ins - active and inactive 
women. 


2. Suggestions for A RETREAT DAY for all the 
women of your Church, price 5c, or 


3. Love in the New Testament and The Work- 
book - section A Guide to the Personal Study 
of Love in the New Testament, for use in 
small neighborhood groups. 


GOD SPEAKS FROM A TRASH HEAP 


Deogracias Barbo was born in barrio Di-it, 
just north of Tacloban, on the Island of Leyte 
in the Philippines. When he was old enough 
he attended the barrio school and thus became 
the first member, of his family to learn to read. 


His parents had/never had such an opportunity, 
but from the boy’s conversation they learned 
that books contain valuable information as well 
as interesting stories. 


One day in 1945, just after the liberation 
of the Philippines, Deogracias’ mother Modesta 
was harvesting rice as a field-hand near the town 
of Tolosa. On her way from the field she passed 
by the trash heap from a U. S. Army barracks. 
Near the edge of the pile she saw some books, 
which she eagerly snatched up. Her son Deo- 
gracias could read books! 


Modesta Barbo took her son two tattered 
copies of the New Testament and some Bible 
Society portions - the Psalms and the Proverbs. 
She did not know what manner of books these 
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were, nor what priceless truths they held; but 
they were books. Because of the war the Barbo 
family had had no books for a long time. At 
home the young man began to read about Jesus, 
and Modesta had difficulty understanding her 
son’s fascination with these “new” teachings. 
By 1947 Deogracias no longer went to the 
Roman Catholic chapel in his barrio. His New 
Testament had taught him more about God 
than the mass or any “‘fiesta’’ ceremony. How- 
ever, he still retained some of the prejudice 
he had gained as a Roman adherent and he 
continued to be fearful of “Protestant” teaching. 


He continued reading his New ‘Testament. 


One evening in October 1953, in a moment 
of lonely independence, he passed the United 
Church of Christ in Tacloban City. The church 
was having a series of special meetings, and on 
invitation he entered. He remained to hear 
his first evangelical sermon, and each evening 
during the week he returned to hear the ex- 
pounding of the Scriptures. This teaching agreed 
with what Deogracias knew was the plain sense 
of his New Testament. Attending the services 
regularly, Sunday by Sunday, he came to know 
the church as his true spiritual home. In March 
of 1954, after being examined as to his faith, 
he was baptized and admitted to the Lord’s 
Supper. Thus it was that the God who had 
searched and claimed his heart through the 
torn pages of a cast-off New Testament led him 
at last also to find the church and its fellow- 
ship. Now, as a growing Christian, Deogracias 
Barbo eagerly teaches the Bible to all who will 
listen and tells of his experience to all his 
friends and neighbors in Di-it and ‘Tacloban. 

| —Irwin Winship 


FACTS 


Six hundred thousand villages in India have 
not been reached by the gospel. 


Only 21-2 per cent of the population of 
India is Christian. For each of a thousand mis- 
sionaries today there are six hundred villages. 

—Christian World Facts. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By MATTHEW HENRY 
Now again available after being out of print. 
New biographical edition. A monumental 
work that has been for nearly two centuries 
without an equal and is to Bible teachers 
and to preachers what Shakespeare is _ to 
secular literature. Complete in every detail. 
Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. Post- 


paid. 
ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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CHIPS INTEREST 


Gathered Here and CThere 
By Htims Edaw 


ANYTHING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD? 


A “Child Evangelism” teacher was filling 
her weekly engagement with the First Grade 
in a Weaverville public school this week and 
the lesson was the visit of the theophanies to 
Abraham when they promised him that Sarah 
would bear him a son in her old age. Teacher 
bore down on the question occurring in the 
text (Gen. 18:14) “Is anything too hard for 
the Lord?” As she paused and looked into the 
upturned faces before her, she asked, ‘What 
do you think of it? Is anything too hard for 
the Lord?” ‘Two little girls held up their hands. 
“All right, Phyllis, what do you say,” she asked. 
Phyllis shook her head earnestly and answered, 
“No!” “And Eleanor, what do you say?” Eleanor 
shook her little pigtails vigorously as she an- 
swered, “No!” A boy on the front row held 
up his hand. ‘Well, Richard, what do you 
say, is anything too hard for the Lord?” Richard 
cleared his throat and blurted out, “Yes!” 
Teacher was surprised and disappointed, but 
she looked Richard straight in the eye and said, 
“Well Richard, tell us just what you think is 
too hard for the Lord.”’ Richard almost shouted, 
“NOTHIN’ ” 


HEART THROBS 


Of the many miracles in the human body 
the heart is a very prominent one. As a pump 
its plunger operates 72 times per minute, 
103,680 times in a 24-hour day, and 37,843,200 
times in a year. This writer’s heart throbs to 
date since birth have registered 314 billion 
times, without skipping a beat, without mak- 
ing a sound, without asking for physical help, 
without stopping for food or drink or sleep, 
just going along tending: to its business all day 
and all night. And what a load! It pumps 240 
gallons of blood an hour throughout the body 
through many thousands of miles of arteries to 
the utmost extremities of fingers and toes where 
the veins become microscopic in size. This heart 
to date has moved 8,40914 tons of blood, the 
weight of a good sized ocean steamer. It does 
not stop for meals; it takes no vacations. ‘There 


is no man-made machine on earth that can: 


match it in performance or endurance. 


He who created the heart, installed it and 
set it in motion says in His Word: “Keep thy 
heart with all diligence, for out of it are the 
issues of life.” Prov. 4:23. 
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The best verse hasn’t been rhymed yet, 
The best house hasn’t been planned, 
The highest peak hasn’t been climbed yet, 
The mightiest rivers aren’t spanned; 
Don’t worry and fret, faint-hearted, 
The chances have just begun 
For the best jobs haven’t been started, 
The best work hasn’t been done. 
—Berton Braley. 


I have seen the headlight of a giant engine 
rushing onward through the darkness heedless 
of opposition and fearless of danger. I have 
seen the lightning at midnight leap athwart a | 
stormswept sky, splintering chaotic darkness 
with flashing beams of lighi until all the heavens 
glittered like the midnight sun. 


I know this was grand, but the grandest 
thing this side of the light that flows from God’s 
Almighty throne is the blessed benediction 
of a human life that spends itself in self-forgetful 
service for a broken-hearted world and finds 
its home at last in the bosom of an everlasting 
God.—John Temple Graves. 


A VISIT WITH CHIANG KAI-SHEK 


Dick Hillis, a missionary in Formosa, has 
urged Christians in America to pray for Chiang 
Kai-Shek and his wife during these days of 
crises in the Far East. He said that he was 
invited to join the President and Madame 
Chiang for Christmas dinner, and during the 
entire meal much of the conversation centered 
in spiritual subjects. 


‘“‘We discussed the part that the gospel could 
have in stopping Communism, and how light 
and darkness, belief and unbelief, Christ and 


Judas, could not possibly co-exist,” he said. “I 


left the table feeling that here was a great milli- 
tary leader and brilliant diplomat who was also 
a man of deep spiritual perception. President 
and Madame Chiang are earnestly desiring the 
will of God.” —Evangel. 


Has anything of special interest happened 
in your Church, or Sunday School, or Day 
school, or in the family - something that 
is really worth passing on for the benefit 
and enjoyment of our readers? If so, please 
send it in for this page, in not more than 
150 words - and less if practicable. 
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Church News 


KOREA, DR. DAVID SEEL 


News has been received recently in this coun- 
try about the illness of Dr. David Seel, of the 
Chonju hospital staff in South Korea. He is 
now on complete bed rest and it is hoped he 
can make a good recovery and step back soon 
into the medical work there. 


A shortage of Korean doctors now exists at 
the Presbyterian hospital and medical center 
at Chonju, due to the draft into the Korean 
Army. 


Friends wishing to write to Dr. Seel may 
airmail their letters, which with the APO, will 
reach Korea in eight days. His address is: Cholla 
Pukdo KCAC Team, APO 64, Care Postmaster, 


San Francisco, California. 


Dr. Seel’s wife, Mary Batchelor Seel, and son 
Johnny are with him in Korea. Mrs. Seel is 
the daughter of the late Dr. Alex R. Batchelor, 
Secretary of the Division of Negro Work, 
Board of Church Extension, and Mrs. Batchelor. 
The Seels went to Korea early last Fall. 


Nashville, Tenn. — The Rev. and Mrs. Joe 
B. Hopper of our Korea Mission, announce the 
birth of a daughter, Margaret Lois, on January 
16, in Korea, according to word received re- 
cently at the Board of World Missions here. 

Mr. Hopper is a graduate of Davidson Col- 
lege and Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond, and is a member of Montgomery Pres- 
bytery. Mr. Hopper’s parents are Dr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Hopper, who for many years have served 
our Korea mission, and are now on furlough 
in Montreat, North Carolina. 


Mrs. Hopper is the former Miss Dorothy Anne 
Longenecker, daughter of former missionaries 
of our Church to the Congo. She is a graduate 
of Queens College and the Assembly’s Training 
School, and is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church of Quitman, Georgia. 


The Hoppers first sailed to take up their 
work in Korea in September 1948. 


They have three other children, one daugh- 
ter and two sons. 


A Little Missionary Called Home 


Nashville, Tenn. — Word has been received 
by the Board of World Missions that Jeanette 
Junkin, five-year-old daughter of the Rev. and 
Mrs. William F. Junkin of the Formosa Mis- 
sion, died of Leukemia, January 14, at Taipei. 
Jeanette was born in Tazewell, Virginia, while 
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the VBS course 
that /has / 


EVERYTHING, 


SOLID BIBLE CONTENT Based squarely on 
the Bible, these lessons give the teacher 
many opportunities to present the claims of 
the Gospel. You may not only expect — but 
also anticipate — the Holy Spirit to turn your 
pupils to Christ. 

COLORFUL WORKBOOKS Beautifully colored 
and illustrated workbooks give this course 
popular pupil-appeal. 

PLENTY OF VISUAL AIDS You don’t have 
to look for visual aids. Some are built di- 
rectly into the lessons; others are recom- 
mended as supplements. All have practical, 
personal appeal. 


MEANINGFUL HANDWORK Each handwork 
project is carefully worked out to tie in with 
the lessons. Materials of plaster, felt, etc., 
give projects lasting appeal to pupils. 

COMPLETE TEACHING HELPS Teachers’ books 
give comprehensive treatment of each lesson. 
All the helps you need are there. No hunt- 
ing around or looking up extras to fill in. 


SCRIPTURE PRESS = 
434 S. Wabash, Dept. S.P.S.-35 


Chicago 5, Ill. 

FREE — Marching On” booklet on how 

© to run a VBS. This helpful book crammed 7 

” with suggestions on how to make your & 
> teaching more effective and your VBS 8 

a success. Illustrations, closing demon- 

stration program, etc. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

(  ) STATE 

CHURCH 

ADDRESS 

POS: Pastor , S.S. Supt 
Ge. Sec. , Other 


her father was serving a church there. After 
several years as missionaries to China, the Jun- 
kins were forced to evacuate when the Com- 
munists took over, and in 1953 they went to 
Formosa for mission work there. 


TWO NEW PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHES IN HOUSTON 


Two new Presbyterian Churches have just 
been organized in Houston, Texas, one on the 
extreme eastern edge of the city and one on 
the extreme western edge, approximately 25 
miles apart. 


Eastminster Presbyterian Church began with 
the offer of a church site by a real estate de- 
veloper on the east edge of Pasadena, a Houston 
suburb. Church services were begun in October 
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and the church was organized January 30 with 
65 members, 7 elders and 9 deacons. By this 
time the women had been organized with two 
circles and a fully staffed Sunday School or- 
ganized, averaging over 80 in attendance. Rev. 
Harold Walker, Jr., was called as pastor and be- 
gan work January 1. A manse has been pur- 
chased and a building committee will shortly 
be at work on building plans. Aside from build- 
ing aid, the church will be self-supporting 
within .two months. 


The Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church be- 
gan out of a concerted demand on the part of 
Presbyterians for a Presbyterian Church in that 
area. Preliminary meetings were held in the 
summer and early fall. A beautiful six acre site 
was obtained in November and services were 
begun the second Sunday in January. By this 
time three women’s circles had been organized, 
52 adults had signed up for membership and 
$12,000.00 had been pledged toward operating 
expenses. The church was organized February 
13 with 70 members, 6 elders and 11 deacons. 
Services are being held in a school house. Sun- 
day School attendance is running from 60 to 
70. A pulpit committee will be appointed short- 
ly and it is hoped that a pastor may be on the 
ground by early summer. 


The distinctive feature of both of these or- 
ganizations is the splendid way in which the 
men and women of the groups have carried 
on a visitation program. At Eastminster a 
group of men went visiting one evening a week 
for three months while the women visited in 
the daytime. In the Memorial Drive group the 
men called on every Presbyterian family in the 
area and a group of women went visiting one 
day a week, for over two months. Prospects for 
healthy growth in both situations are excellent. 


Malcolm L. Purcell, 
Executive Secretary. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE TO MINISTERS 


In order to be certain that names and ad- 
dresses will be printed correctly in the Alpha- 
betical List in Part II of the General Assembly 
Minutes, every minister is requested to examine 
the list published in the last issue. If there is 
need for correction, or a change in address has 
occurred and you are not sure it has been re- 
ported to me, kindly send, on a postal card, 
your mame and address as you desire them 
printed in the minutes. Please do this promptly 
so all changes can be made before printer re- 
ceives list. 


E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk 
341 - A Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta 5, Georgia 
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INTERESTING DISCUSSION 
AT KERRVILLE 


Dr. John Anderson, Jr., pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Texas, was the 


. speaker for Spiritual Enrichment Week at two 


Presbyterian institutions in Kerrville, Texas, 
during the week of February 13-17. 


The 34-year-old preacher, whose great-grand- 
father was a Presbyterian minister for fifty years, 
spoke at evening services at Kerrville’s First 
Presbyterian Church, and at morning chapel 
services to the student body, faculty and visitors 
of Schreiner Institute, where Dr. Andrew Ed- 
ington is president. 


Large evening congregations heard Dr. An- 
derson speak on the subjects, “What Jesus Can 
Do With Ignorance,” “What Jesus Can Do 
With Failure,” “What Jesus Can Do With 
Trouble,” “What Jesus Can Do With Death,” 
and “What Jesus Can Do With You.” 


At Schreiner’s chapel services Dr. Anderson 
spoke on the general theme of “Life’s Variety 
Show.” His morning subjects were “The Mind 
Reader,” “The Midget,” “The Juggler,” and 
“The Strong Man.” 


CHURCH BUILDING FOR 
THE NEGROES 


Winston-Salem, N. C. — The development of 
a $120,000 Negro Church for Winston-Salem was 
announced to the Men-of-the-Church of First 
Presbyterian Church at the regular monthly 
meeting held last night. The announcement 
was made by the Rev. P. J. Garrison, Jr., Execu- 
tive Secretary of Church Extension for the Pres- 
bytery of Winston-Salem. Work on the project 
has already begun. 


Mr. Arch Taylor, Mr. Harold McKeithen, 
and Mr. Ed Shepherd, all members of First 
Church, together with Mrs. Chester Denham, 
Southminster Church and Mrs. W. R. Smith, 
fr. Reynolds Church, are seeking a suitable 

ome for the Negro minister. It will be pur- 
chased by the Presbyterians for use of the pastor 
of the new congregation. 


The new church, yet to be named, will be 
located on a six acre tract which was purchased 
by the Presbyterians last year. ‘The property is 
on Dellabrook Road, just outside the city limits 
of East Winston. Adjacent to the new subdi- 
vision for Negroes, Slater Park, where 100 new 
homes are under construction and just across 
Highway 311 where an additional 100 new 
homes are scheduled for construction, it is ex- 
pected that the new church will serve a large 
area of East Winston. 
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The beginning of construction work has been 
made possible by a grant of $39,000 from the 
Division of Negro Work of the Presbyterian 
Board of Church Extension. 


N. C. SYNOD’S GROWTH 


Dr. Harold J. Dudley, General Secretary of 
the Presbyterian Synod of North Carolina, an- 
nounced today that the membership of the 
Synod increased by 3,166 during 1954, bringing 
the total membership to 129,238. During the 
year 3,972 professions of faith were reported by 
the nine Presbyteries and an additional 6,568 
persons were added by letter and reaffirmation. 
There were 2,363 adult baptisms and 2,876 
infant baptisms. The Sunday School enrollment 
increased from 111,929 to 117,729, an increase 
of 5,800. 


Other statistics reveal that there are 636 
churches in the Synod, served by 508 ministers, 
4,685 Ruling Elders, and. 5,532 Deacons. There 
are 176 candidates for the ministry in the 
churches of the Synod. During the year there 
were 24 ordinations, 83 installations, 47 pastoral 
dissolutions, and eleven deaths among the min- 
istry; five churches were organized and one 
church was dissolved. 


Since 1950 the Synod has grown from 114,415 
to 129,238, a percentage increase of 12.9. The 
Sunday School has increased during the same 
period from 95,258 to 117,729, a percentage in- 
crease of 23.6 


Glendale Springs, N. C.—The total collection 
amounted to a few pennies, a half dozen assort- 
ed buttons, and a handful of empty pistol shells. 
That was twenty-five years ago. Today leaders 
of the Glendale Springs Presbyterian Church 
and Ashe County, North Carolina, launched a 
campaign to collect $50,000 to be used in the 
erection of a John W. Luke Memorial Building. 


John W. Luke, Jr., son of Dr. and Mrs. John 
W. Luke, of Glendale Springs died unexpected- 
ly on February 5. Almost spontaneously a move- 
ment began, even before the funeral had been 
conducted to establish a memorial to this popu- 
lar sixteen-year-old son of the Presbyterian 
preacher in Ashe County. The family announced 
at the funeral that it was their desire that any 

ifts intended as a memorial should be used 
or the erection of an addition to the Presby- 
terian Church Building. Within five days the 
senior class, composed of 32 members, of the 
Jefferson High School, where Johnnie had been 
President of the Student Council and a member 
of the basketball team, more than $500 was 
presented to Dr. Luke, to begin the fund. 


Mr. W. B. Austin, Jefferson, N. C., Methodist 
layman, attorney, and a member of the Con- 
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servation and Development Board for the State 
of North Carolina was named General Chair- 
man of the project. Delmer Rose, a leading 
merchant in Glendale Springs and a Ruling 
Elder in the Presbyterian Church was named 
Treasurer, and Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee. 


The proposed building would be of concrete 
block and brick construction and would be 
erected on property owned by the Presbyterian 
Church. It would serve as an educational plant 
for the church and a community center. The 
main floor would be gymnasium type and suit- 
able for basket ball games, skating, boy scout 
meetings, community activities, and many other 
purposes. 


N. C. SYNOD’S COUNCIL 


The North Carolina Synod’s Council, of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S., meeting in Raleigh 
recently, elected Dr. F. L. Jackson, Davidson, 
to succeed the Honorable W. E. Price, Char- 
lotte, as the new Chairman. Mr. Price, promi- 
nent business man and a former Moderator of 
both the Synod and the General Assembly, 
served two terms as Chairman and was the 
first Chairman of the Council, following the 
reorganization of the Synod in 1951. 


Grover, N. C. — Shiloh Presbyterian Church 


in Grover, N. C., is observing its 175th anni- 


versary this year. It was organized in 1780, and 
today has 150 members. It is one of the oldest 
Presbyterian churches in Kings Mountain Pres- 
bytery in which it is located. The Rev. Park 
Moore is pastor. 


Springfield, Mo. — Dr. F. W. A. Bosch, pas- 


_ tar of Westminster Presbyterian Church here, 


died at his home Sunday afternoon, February 6. 

Dr. Bosch was a native of New Orleans, La. 
He received his B.A. degree from Southwestern 
Presbyterian University (now Southwestern at 
Memphis), and the B.D. degree from Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, the ThM. 
degree from Louisville Seminary, and in 1940 
received the ISD degree from Temple Univer- 
sity at Philadelphia, Penna. 


He was ordained by Roanoke Presbytery in 
1918, and his first service was as stated supply 
in the First Presbyterian Church, Welsh, La., 
and his first pastorate was at First Church in 
Union Springs, Ala. Following two years there, 
he went to Springfield, Ky., to serve as pastor 
for five years. 


In 1927 Dr. Bosch was associate pastor at 
First Church in Huntington, W. Va., and served 
as professor at Marshall College, also at Hunt- 
ington, for a period of three years. For one year 
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he was acting professor at Louisville Seminary 
before going to Springfield to be pastor of West- 
minster Church in 1931. Besides serving that 
church there, he was also professor of Bible at 
South West Missouri State College, also at 
Springfield. Dr. Bosch had received the hon- 
orary Doctor of Divinity degree from Bible 
Institute at Houston, Texas. 


In 1943 he was elected Moderator of the Synod 
of Missouri. He was the author of: “Through 
the Book of Acts with a guide,” ‘The Gospel 
of Mark in Outline,” “The Book of Genesis 
in Outline,” and “The Epistle to the Hebrews 
in Outline.” 


Dr. Bosch married the former Miss Vivian 
Stewart Whitworth from Jeanette, La., who sur- 
vives him, along with one son, Allan W. 
Bosch. 


PRESBYTERIAN STUDENT CENTER 


Ruston, La. — Construction of a $25,000 
Presbyterian Student Center for Louisiana Tech 
began here last week. Completion of the 40x70 
foot building is expected within 120 days from 
Feb. 12. 


The center is located a block east of the cam- 
pus. It is a modernistic structure and will have 
varied shades and textures of exterior brick 
work. Largest room in the center will be an 
L-shaped recreation room and lounge with a 
fireplace at one end. 


Also included in the building will be a sec- 
retary’s office, an office for the director of Tech 
Presbyterian Student Work, an assembly room, 
a prayer room, a council room and library, a 
kitchen, a storage room and a room for two 
student caretakers. 


BREAKING RECORDS 


Statesboro, Ga. — The Statesboro Church re- 
ports a record breaking year. Almost every 
phase of the church’s activity has exceeded any 
year in the history of the church. More mem- 
bers were added both by confession of faith 
and by certificate than ever. Other significant 
increases have been a 21% increase in mem- 
bership, a 35% increase in Sunday school at- 
tendance, a 40% increase in benevolent giving, 
and a general increase in attendance at all 
other services. In November of 1953 the church 
completed the building of a new manse, the 
old manse being converted into an educational 
building. Rev. John B. Fridgen, Jr., is the pastor. 


Decatur, Ga. — Dr. John Newton Thomas, 
professor of systematic theology at Union The- 
ological Seminary in Richmond, was Religious 
Emphasis Week speaker at Agnes Scott College 
February 14 - 19. 
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A Lawyer REVIEWS THE ILLEGAL TRIAL OF 
Jesus. Earle L. Wingo. Order from: Earle L. 
pees P. O. Box 1066, Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 

-00. 

The trial of Christ has been a subject of 
absorbing interest to legal minds. A number 
of excellent works have been produced setting 
forth the legal principles involved in this trial. 
This volume under review will undoubtedly 
rate as one of the most definitive dissertations 
on the subject. It is written with clarity and 
reverence as well as a wide knowledge on this 
particular theme. With keen insight Mr. Wingo 
unfolds before our eyes a panoramic view of 
the tragic drama of what he properly denom- 
inates, “a judicial murder of the Son of God.” 
He holds that Christ was not given the remotest 
semblance of a legal trial. He affirms “the en- 
tire proceedings were born of a cowardly con- 
spiracy and nurtured in hate and spleen.” In 
another place he writes, “From the viewpoint 
of the author now engaged in his 32nd con- 
secutive year as an active practitioner in a great 
many criminal courts of this section of the 
nation, I can say without reservation that except 
for the trials of Jesus there has never been nor 
shall there ever be in the annals of criminal 
jurisprudence such a tragic and deliberate dis- 
regard for existing laws and rules of equitable 
procedure. Indeed there was never a trial so 
filled with conspiracies, animosities, and base 
corruption as the one which involved Him!” 

The author does not pretend to be a neutral 
observer in the issues involved in the trials of 
Christ. He readily acknowledges his own Chris- 
tian commitment and does not try to conceal 
his personal emotions as he approaches this 
subject. Following an examination of the prin- 
cipal characters involved against Christ and an 
outline of the New Testament details of events 
Mr. Wingo proceeds to show that the entire 
procedings were unlawful. On the basis of the 
facts involved, he demonstrates clearly that 
there were 18 legal errors involved in the trials 
of Christ. Each of these errors are amplified 
chapter by chapter. Then he presents a sum- 
mation of these 18 errors which were deliberate- 
ly committed by those who were pretending to 
give Christ His trials. This recapitulation con- 
vinces any honest reader that Christ was con- 
demned contrary to the laws of both Jewish and 
Roman courts which were then in force. 

Although we are impressed with the remark- 
able knowledge the author has about the con- 
ditions which prevailed at the time of Christ, 
we are more impressed by his ability to portray 
the greatness of Christ as he bore the brutalities 
of man and the injustices of those charged with 
the responsibility of administering justice. We 
hope that this volume will have a wide-spread 
circulation as it is designed to lead the reader 
to a higher appreciation of Christ, the Son of 
God. R. R. 
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